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making his acquaintance with mankind, I have
taken notice of already: how useful he has found
his new-made friends, and how apt to carry on his
business, and especially for the further extending
his power, and propagating the delusions of others,
history will inform us ; and we cannot doubt but he
has found his advantage in it: but it remains a
question of importance still undecided, whether are
best pleased in these nocturnal operations, the Devil
or the magician; my opinion is for the first. I be-
lieve, indeed, the Devil has got the better of them
in the main, and whereas he at first was mighty
eager to make his acquaintance among them, and
glad of the means, he seems now to have over-
reached them, and to have worked them up to a
desire after the correspondence in such a manner,
that the subtle manager is not so cheap to be had
since, but makes bargains, nay, brings them up to
his own terms, and sometimes tells them plainly, he
has no occasion for them; but on the other hand,
if they want him, they must give him his own price,
and do what he conditions with them for, or else
he has no more to say to them; though he is a cheat
in that too.

Thus, like a cunning chap, he turns his back and
is gone, knowing very well that they will call him
again, and give him his price, yield to his demand,
and rather sell themselves to him soul and body, as
we are told is now very frequent, than go without
his assistance. This is all owing to his subtlety,
and mankind's folly and fondness; for had they
stood as they did at first, he must have come to
their conditions; but he found the way to make
himself necessary to them, and to please them, and
he managed accordingly.

It is indeed an evidence how shrewdly the Devil
overreached mankind in the most early ages of jthe
world: for, 1st. as I mentioned before, this was to